[Aspiration pneumonitis after fire-eating: fire-eater's lung].
On the emergency department we saw two men aged 19 and 26 with symptoms of lipoid pneumonitis (fire-eater's lung) following aspiration of petroleum during fire-eating. They were both admitted to hospital and treated with amoxicillin and clavulanic acid. Both patients were clinically recovered within a few days. Following aspiration of petroleum there is often a period of latency from 8-24 hours before the symptoms occur; it is recommended that patients should be admitted for observation. Known symptoms are coughing, shortness of breath, thoracic pain, fever, tachypnoea and sometimes haemoptysis. Apart from chest radiographs and laboratory values, taking into account the specific history, unless complications are expected additional diagnostic tests are often considered unnecessary. Treatment is symptomatic: administration of oxygen, pain relief, bronchodilation and potentially antibiotics if a bacterial superinfection is suspected. Clinical recovery is usually quick. Temporary restrictive disorders of lung function and reduced diffusion capacity have been described. Recovery of lung function and radiological recovery are seen within weeks to months. Mortality is less than 1%.